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Sewing Machine Problems and Remedies:There is no more annoying than machines

and technology that do not work when you need to use them. Yes, I know it well. For

example, a sewing machine that does not sew properly when you have finally sat down

at it to sew! Yes, now you can guess exactly how annoying it can be.

Modern sewing machines are capable of performing a large number of operations. It is

essential not to make beginner sewing mistakes to cope with high-tech equipment,

enjoy work, and sew simple and complex products. Learn more from the following.
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Common Sewing Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

Some Common Fact That Causes Sewing Machine Teasing. If you have tried to:

The thread runs

The sewing machine skips stitches

Loops form on the back of the seam

There are holes in the fabric

The wire clumps down at the bobbin case
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7 Sewing Machine Problems and Remedies

Always check the following 7 things before handing over your sewing machine for

repair. The list here is, therefore, in random order. You start with a check on what you

think is most likely.

Problem #1: Incorrect Threading

If the sewing machine is threaded incorrectly, it cannot sew. It applies to both the upper

thread and the bobbin thread. It is super important that both wires are inserted correctly

through the machine. If you doubt whether you have threaded correctly, take both the

upper and lower thread out of the machine and thread it from the front. 

You can see in the manual for your sewing machine what to do if you need a little extra

support. Otherwise, on the vast majority of sewing machines, some numbers indicate

where the thread should go and in what order. Once you know the basic principles, it is

easier to read the manual for the individual model and get it threaded correctly.
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Problem #2: Needle Maintenance and Replacement

Replace the Sewing machine needles when sewing. Countless times the needle travels

up and down through the fabric at a rapid pace. It wears on the needle tip – even if you

make an effort not to sew into safety pins while sewing.

Therefore, you need to change your Sewing Machine Needle at regular intervals. And

what is that? Yes, it is after approx 8-hours of sewing. It means that you have to change

the needle daily if you sew a lot (e.g., 8 hours a day). If you do not sew that much, you

can leave the needle in.

And then, it can be challenging to keep track of how many hours the individual needle

has sewn. If the needle becomes dull or frayed, it must be replaced immediately –

regardless of whether it is only 5 minutes old. 

Therefore, it is an excellent idea not to sew over safety pins. If you hit one, there is a

significant risk that you will damage your needle so much that you will have to find a

new one.

Problem #3: Choosing the Right Needle for Fabric

Use the right needle. In addition to the needle being sharp and undamaged, it must

also fit the fabric. It is a whole science in itself to find out which needles fit which fabric. 

If you sew in delicate fabric types, recommended universal needles size is 80 and 70,

and if you sew in jersey and knitted fabric, jersey needles size is 80.

Problem #4: Proper Spool Size in Coil Housing

You must have the right coil in the coil housing. The size of spools is not universal, and

your spool must, of course, fit your machine. If it is too low or high, too big or small in

diameter, the machine will not work. The result is often a messy mess of Sewing
Thread in lumps in the bobbin case or on the back of the seam. And believe me – you

would rather avoid both scenarios.
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Problem #5: Quality Sewing Thread

Just as spools are not just spools, sewing thread is not just sewing thread. Use sewing

thread of good quality.

Selecting a sewing thread that is incompatible with the fabric or project can lead to

various issues. Threads of poor quality or inappropriate material may break easily,

result in uneven stitches, or compromise the overall durability of the finished product.

How to Avoid:

1. Know Your Fabric: Understand the fabric you are working with, considering its

weight, stretch, and texture.

2. Thread Compatibility: Choose a sewing thread that matches the characteristics

of the fabric. For delicate fabrics, opt for finer threads, while heavier fabrics may

require stronger threads.

3. Reputable Brands: Stick to well-known thread brands like Amann or

Güttermann, known for producing high-quality threads. Avoid unknown or cheap

brands that may compromise on durability.

4. Consult Recommendations: Check the sewing machine manual or seek

recommendations from experienced sewers for suitable thread types for your

specific fabric.

5. Test on Scrap Fabric: Before starting your project, test the chosen thread on a

scrap piece of the fabric. This allows you to assess how well the thread works

with the material and ensures compatibility.

Problem #6: Thread Tension Adjustment

You have to be a little careful with this tip. It is certainly not on all sewing machines; it

makes sense to tinker with the thread tension. We practically never need to adjust the

thread tension on the Brother sewing machines we have in the sewing workshop. 
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In addition, sewing machine brands require that you should adjust the thread tension

according to the fabric. Often the machine itself suggests what you should set the

thread tension. Stick to the instructions that came with the machine. Always test in a

fabric residue in the right fabric so that you can get an idea of what the seams will look

like.

Problem #7: Regular Maintenance

Clean the sewing machine. Whatever sewing machine you have, you will benefit from

occasional cleaning. Usually also a little more often (without setting a fixed time “now

and then”). 

Again, your manual can be a great help. In it, you can see how to get into the bobbin

case and get it taken out so you can dust it off. Pay close attention to how to reinsert

the bobbin case. It may be an idea to take pictures along the way when you take it out,

so you have them to use as a reference when you need to reassemble the sewing

machine afterward.

Depending on what sewing machine you have, it may also need a drop of sewing
machine oil. Not all sewing machines can provide oil yourself. These are primarily

older models. Then check again in the manual if in doubt. Do not lubricate your sewing

machine with oil if there are no instructions in the manual.

If you need to lubricate your sewing machine, remember to use sewing machine oil. It is

acid-free, and the sewing machine can work with it. Just as it is best for the car to be
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driven in from time to time, it is also best for your sewing machine to be sewn on. If it is

left for too long, there is a risk that the oil will solidify and that the machine will not work

properly.

Fortunately, you can afford it. You can fix yourself completely without involving a sewing

machine workshop that wants money for the inconvenience. A Sewing machines are

pretty functional but can confuse even an experienced sewist.

Guide to Fix Sewing Machines Problems?

There is no specific order for you to check the sewing machine. But as you gain some

experience, you will learn to judge what is most likely the problem, and then you can
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start there. 

 If you are a beginner, the fault often lies in the threading of the machine. If it is not

threaded correctly, it will not sew optimally – if at all. If you are more experienced, you

usually have the threading so well inside your hands that this is not where you should

find the problems. Here it pays to check the needle instead. Some of us tend to forget

how long we have been sewing with the same needle, and so it can backfire.

Correct one thing at a time, and sew in a piece of sample fabric. Go through the various

items in the list until the issue is resolved. If you have tried all 7- items on the list here

without any noticeable improvement on your seams, you must call your favorite sewing

machine workshop and make an appointment to look at your sewing machine.

In most cases, the solution is here (above mentioned) on the list, and you can continue

sewing. And save money on a repair that was not necessary at all. You can save that

money for one of the few times when there is nothing seriously wrong with your sewing

machine that requires professionalism and a good sewing machine repairer. Then, in

turn, you can pay the bill without bothering yourself, knowing that you have done what

you could to solve the problem yourself.

··· ···
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Therefore, remember to sew on your sewing machine. It’s an excellent excuse to

pamper yourself with a bit of sewing time. It would be best if you had it to take good

care of your sewing machine.

Advice of experienced professionals

The advice of experienced professionals will help you work without common sewing

machine mistakes.

1. Check the needle position: Make sure the needle is in its highest position (not

in the fabric) when switching operations and adjusting the stitch width.

Otherwise, you risk bending the needle and damaging the “copier,” which will

result in sewing not the line you have chosen but the adjacent one. Raising the

needle before changing the mode of operation will protect the machine from

damage.

2. Prepare the machine before sewing: To sew elements, especially from dense

fabric, you must first lower the needle, which you can do with a flywheel.
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Preliminary preparation will protect the engine from overheating and

breakdowns.

3. Use Reset mode: If the machine performs loops in automatic mode, and the

user needs to move on to the next one, you must use the Reset function (a

special switch or button).

4. The technique of free-motion stitching: After working in the free-motion stitch

technique, it is necessary to return the teeth of the conveyor to their original

position. Turning the flywheel counterclockwise (towards you) is enough if they

remain lowered. It will correct the situation.

5. Upper threading: You can only thread the upper thread when the presser foot is

in the raised position. It will allow you to pull the thread between the thread

tension discs. Only then can the foot be lowered.

6. Use the needle in highest position: You can use this element only if the

needle is in its highest position.

7. Use the needle threader: The device can only be used if a needle of at least

size 80 is used. Otherwise, you may break the hook.

8. Use the machine that goes with the fabric: Do not sew on the machine if the

fabric is not tucked into it. Otherwise, you may scratch the presser foot and dull

the machine’s feed dog.
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9. Lubricate the horizontal hook: Some manufacturers in the instructions indicate

that it is unnecessary to lubricate the horizontal shuttle. It is a mistake! Under

any shuttle bushing, there is a bearing, which you must lubricate!

10. Usage of the reverse: Do not use reverse stitch when sewing decorative

stitches.

11. Backtack correctly: Remember to switch to zigzag or straight stitch when back-

tacking!

12. Use special oil for lubrication: Only sewing oil can be used to lubricate

machine parts. Anything else is not suitable for this.

13. Do not turn the flywheel clockwise: Do not rotate the wheel clockwise.

Otherwise, you can tangle the threads.

14. Lower the foot after sewing: Leaving the presser foot raised can cause the

spring to weaken over time.

···
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15. Don’t pull the fabric: No need to help the sewing machine pull the fabric.

Excessive tension bends the needle, causing it to hit the needle plate or hook

nose.

16. Switching sewing operations: Before switching sewing operations, it is

recommended to set the zigzag width to zero. It will allow you to easily rotate the

mode switch knob and increase the life of the sewing machine copier.

17. Lower the needle after you finish sewing: After finishing work, lower the

needle. It is crucial, as the feed teeth will lower with the needle, and the lowered

foot will not pressure them.

Final Word

So always start by checking these 7 sewing machine problems and remedies. If you do

not succeed in repairing your sewing machine, either with the guide here or by sending

it to a workshop, then there is only one thing to do: you must acquire a new sewing

machine. In the meantime, you can make some more sewing patterns and prepare your

fabric, so you are ready to sew a lot when you have the sewing machine back home,

and it is back in top shape. 

··· ···
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Disclosure

When you buy through links on our site, “As an Amazon Associate we earn from

qualifying purchases.”

The Sewing Stuffs

Mastering How to Sew With Velvet and Velveteen

Why is Designer Clothing So Expensive? – (Explained)

Why Are Bespoke Suits So Expensive?

How to Sew Pajama Pants? – Diy Tutorial

How to Make Twisted Cord – (Tutorial)
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The Sewing Stuffs focuses on useful tips, step-by-step tutorials, and in-depth information

that sewers want and need. We also provide particular specifications along with detailed

reviews on popular sewing machines, embroidery machines, quilting machines, sergers,

sewing notions, and other sewing accessories that every home sewer requires for DIY

projects.

Affiliate Links – Advertising Disclosure

If you purchase a product or service linked from this site, we may receive an “affiliate

commission”. We are disclosing this in accordance with the Federal Trade Commission’s 16

CFR, Part 255: “Guides Concerning the Use of Endorsements and Testimonials in

Advertising” and also in accordance to amazon associates programme operating agreement.

Amazon – Advertising Disclosure

Thesewingstuffs.com is a participant in the Amazon.com Services LLC Associates Program,

an affiliate advertising program designed to provide a means for sites to earn advertising

fees by advertising and linking to Amazon.com. Amazon, the Amazon logo, AmazonSupply,

and the AmazonSupply logo are trademarks of Amazon.com, Inc. or its affiliates. “As an

Amazon Associate I earn from qualifying purchases.” We don’t own any credit for product

images. All the product specifications and product images have been taken from

Amazon.com.
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